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I8 March 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Logistics
STAT FROM:

Chairman, Fine Arts Commission

SUBJECT: Lowered Ceiling in GE Corridor

1. In August 1981, in a memorandum to the Chief,
Headquarters Engineering Branch, I expressed the concern of the
Fine Arts Conmission about the proposal to lower the ceilings in
the corridors of the ground floor of Headquarters Building,
conmenting in particular about the ceiling in the corridor which
serves the Northeast entrance. I understand that our
observations were reflected in guidance provided by the Office of
Logistics to GSA. In response to questions raised by work now in
progress, however, 1 have been informed that GSA, overlooking

instructions to the contrary, is proceeding with plans to lower
the ceiling of GE corridor to eight feet.

2. The matter was discussed at the FAC meeting of 14 March
and there was a strong concensus that we should not allow this
work to proceed without an expression of protest. As we said in
1981, "a drastically lowered ceiling in this area would make a
depressing, not to say menacing, impression upon individuals
arriving through that entrance."

3. We understand that the increases in electrical and air
handling services in the building necessitate increasing the
space allocated for such purposes, and that some lowering of the
ceiling in the GE corridor is probably inevitable. We urge you
to do everything you can, however, to ensure that the change does

the minimum possible damage to the appearance of that entrance
corridor.

- STAT

cc: DDA (info) : 7
C/OL /HEB ' '
STAT OL/LSD (Attn:
STAT | ] (18 March 1983)
Distribution: ' - :

Original - addressee
‘/':—rﬁermes
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Real Estate § Construction Division, OL

FROM: |
Chief, Headquarters Engineering Branch,
RECD/OL '

SUBJECT: Lowering Ceilings in Headquarters Building

1. The Agency was advised that GSA intended to lower
ceilings in the Headquarters Building in a meeting on 7 February
1980 attended by representatives from both RECD and LSD. At
that time, it appeared that this project would be designed
in FY~80 and constructed in FY-81, For unknown reasons, but
probably monetary, GSA has delayed this project until now.

On 22 July 1981 I received a copy of & Scope of Work combining
the ceiling lowering with the installation of an Economizer

in the Powerplant. While my personnel are qualified to look

at the mechanical and electrical portions of this scope, a copy
of thé scope was sent to ADS to review the architectural portion.
ADS subsequently sent a copy to the Fine Arts Commission which
prompted their suggestions.

2. The intent of this project has never bsen to lower
ceilings to an uncomfortable level for personnel. The main
areas on the first floor in this project are those subcortidors
that are relatively narrow with high ceilings that would aesthet-
ically improved with a lower ceiling. It is intended that no
ceiling would be lowered to an unacceptable level as judged by
Agency architects.

3. I hope the above«clarifies some prior questions
concerning this project. It is basically at the conceptional
stage where the Agency's input and directions can be incorporated
with no impact.

STAT

Attachment STAT
Distribution:
Orig - Adse

1 - OL/RECD/HEB Official
1 - OL/RECD/IEB Chrono
1 - OL Reader
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4 SEP 1981

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman, Fine Arts Commisslion

FROM: !
Chief, Headquarters Engineering Branch,
RECD/OL
SUBJECT: Lowered Ceilings in the Headguarters Bullding
REFERENCE: Memo for C/HEBZRECD/OL fr Chairman, FAC

dtd 28 Aug 81, subj: Proposal to Lower
Ceilings of Ground Floor Corridors

1. I appreciate your response and your suggestions on
lowering the ceilings in the particular arca in GE corridor.
it is our intent to advise GSA that the ceiling should not be
lowered in this area.

Z. The project to lower the ceilings at the Head-
quarters Building is in its infant stages. GSA is gathering
basic information it needs to task a designer with this
project. As you may be awsre, the initial GSA sketches
indicated lowering ceilings in corridors that have not
existed for several years. Preliminary discrepancies of this
sort ars quite natural when a proposed project is in its
conceptual stage.

3. Again, 1 appreciate your responss and will keep
management sdvised as this project progresses.

STAT

Distribution:
Orig - Adse
1 - OL/RECD/HEB Official
1 - OL/RECD/HEB Chrono OL 1 3669
1 - QL Reader
OL/RECD/HEB| | (1 Sept 81)
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Lowering of ﬁailiugsxﬁn Some Headquarterﬁ Bullding gg s
 FRCuL ' o “EnTENSION li;w‘o T -
T/RECD70L " 2 Septembe - $TAT
,,,,, - S e
ZSH,JSW o asignaton, 19om number, and | DA | OrfiCER'S | COMMENTS (Numbe- end m'ni o thow Fram whom
tMITIALS o whcsm Desw o line BeE mbmn mmr em-h commelt.)
1 “‘:“f"ﬁ’ At S L
1, i ’
D/ ,
1 “
2. : ‘
] |
E In respons o to your notle and question regarding JTAT
I lcommenlts concerning a propesed GSA proje t To
e lower some corridor ceilings in the Headquarters 1ding,
4 I asked| 4 lto priepare 4 short background paper
on the project In vesponse Lo your questigns and. a response
o N |(an,@tt@c}ﬁgwagd“'et to be relvaqed)
5
The thrust lof the effort betwéen HEB, ADS, and GSA was
. to determine a sicope_of work whichiwould’ be utiiized to
6. estal projlect whiich would then be &eﬂ*gz gd- by GSA's
A5E. The objectiive was to liower ceilings in caff1d0r$ to
_allow more spacel in_congested ceiljngs for increasing amounts
7. of required distjributijon sysitems, energy pnservation, and
elimination of verv ohbyviously poorly propt tiﬁned high-
i volume-narrow-coryidor space (of which there is much on Lhe
8. first floor). ! t AREEFRY ST TSt
e  HEBR & ADS made corrective comments on drawings TQ'WSA
14 early on in the interfiace wilth GSAq 1hcsa comments excluded
reducing the ceilings lin corridors |referred to ~ SITAT
e . ; Unfortunatﬁly4”thﬂwﬁubﬁgquent set of drawings sent
10. by GSA for approval dild not |includ¢ our changes and were
also incorrect due to [the usle of obsolete buliding drawings
— _”Yhﬁseuﬂbsalexe,mndwcmrxaciedwdraWmes were the basis upon
i which] lcommented as Chief, Fine Arts Committee.
Thisz was un .lfortu,in ate. |
- B o | o
iz However, our attachoad m'icnm| | clarifies STAT
the iMSdC And indicates the scope ¢f work is 1in 1ts 1nfungy
R and.-yvet to -he-formalized.. «..()u r-jeint RECD/ L&D comments back
13. to GSA ‘will eliminate la again these ¢bvious errors, A number
of corridors should, howcvo , be reduced in ceiling height
- ;nwv&my obvious- dneatynn%,wnl»wouid be very happy to show you
i4. some of these omulthnr or la tourlat your convenionce,
In early 1280, | and -3 w%lked thraugh some of
- the-cerridors-neparng correct ion-which 1eéd to our corrective
13 comments to GSA‘alon5Jw1th those from LS | |  STAT
and-I seem to recall bringing thisisuhjecf up at & Tfur a“y
moxning.neeting.al.that.lime i s e
orie 610 S NER: | STAT
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